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9.3 Draw the development of a box

Cut the box open along the edge where it was glued together. Fold it flat. We call 
this the flat plan or development of the box.

 Figure 12: You can unfold a box to make one flat piece of cardboard. This is the development of a box.

Trace the development onto a piece a paper, using a feint line. Trace it in the 
middle of the blank piece of paper, so that there is space left around the traced 
development.You can use the development many times to trace, like the 
illustration below shows.

Figure 13: Tracing a shape to make many Christmas cards with the same picture.
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When you traced the development of the box, your lines were not very neat and 
straight. That is why you made the lines feint. Now use a ruler to draw straight 
dark lines over the feint lines of your development. The dark lines has to show 
where the paper has to be cut. Do not draw dark lines for any other reason, otherwise 

you may later cut off something that you don’t want to cut off!

Add dashed lines to show where the paper will be folded. 

Now cut out your development. Do not cut the dashed lines that are for the folds. Fold 
the development to make it into a box.

If you accidentally cut off something that you should not have cut off, don’t 
worry. Most people make mistakes when they try to design and make a box for 
the first time. But learn from your mistakes. Ask yourself what you should do next 
time to make the box right, or better.

Homework

1. (a) Make a new paper model of your box. This time make a neater one. Think 
 carefully before you start cutting out your development, to make sure that 
 you do not cut off something that should not be cut off. 

  Remember that your paper model of the box should be made out of just one 
 piece of paper. 

(b) Bring the cardboard box that you cut open and folded flat, as well as the 
paper model you made of this box, to the next lesson.

2. Remember to bring the paper and cardboard sheets that you gathered over the 
weekend to each lesson next week.
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